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1858 OCTOBER 27
CAPTAIN THOMAS AIKENS, HIS SON, JAMES, AND ABOUT 18 OTHER GOLD SEEKERS FROM THE MIDWEST, SET UP CAMP AT THE MOUTH OF BOULDER CANYON, CALLING THE PLACE, “RED ROCKS”

1859 JANUARY 16
JAMES AIKENS PARTY DISCOVERED PLACER GOLD IN GOLD RUN CREEK, SLIGHTLY SOUTH OF THE CURRENT COMMUNITY OF GOLD HILL

1859 FEBRUARY 10
BOULDER TOWN COMPANY ESTABLISHED
1859 MARCH 7
MINERS ESTABLISHED “MOUNTAIN DISTRICT NUMBER 1 NEBRASKA TERRITORY”—BYLAWS WRITTEN TO PROTECT MINERS’ RIGHTS; ADOPTED 23 JULY 1859

1859 MAY
J.D. SCOTT DISCOVERED A GOLD BEARING QUARTZ VEIN ON THE WEST SLOPE OF THE HILL ABOVE GOLD RUN—THE ORIGINAL DISCOVERY OF LODE GOLD IN BOULDER COUNTY FROM WHICH BOUNDARIES OF GOLD HILL DISTRICT WERE MEASURED.

1859 JUNE 16
DAVID HORSFAL, WILIAM BLORE & MATTHEW L. McCASLIN DISCOVERED GOLD HILL’S MOST PRODUCTIVE LODE UP ON THE HILL, ABOVE GOLD RUN—THIS LODE SUSTAINED GOLD HILL AND BOULDER CITY UNTIL 1865—THIS DISCOVERY, ORIGINALLY NAMED, “HORSFAL,” WAS PATENTED JANUARY 20, 1873 AS THE “FIFTY-NINE” BY RICHARD BLORE—THE HILL BECAME KNOWN AS HORSFAL HILL
1859 AUGUST 15
A 24 YEAR OLD METHODIST “CIRCUIT RIDER” PREACHER, REV. JACOB ADRIANCE, RODE TO THE GOLD SETTLEMENT AND PREACHED HIS FIRST SERMON TO THE INHABITANTS ON ISAIAH 55:6
1859 OCTOBER
T.J. GRAHAM ARRIVED IN GOLD HILL WITH THE FIRST IRON QUARTZ MILL THAT WAS EVER BROUGHT ACROSS THE PLAINS TO COLORADO (NEBRASKA TERRITORY)

1859 OCTOBER
FIFTEEN HOUSES WERE PRESENT IN THE GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT, OCCUPIED BY FAMILIES, ALONG WITH A HOTEL AND A GRAVEYARD

1859 DECEMBER 7
ROAD BEING BUILT FROM BOULDER TO GOLD HILL VIA LEFT HAND CANYON—ONE OF THE FIRST TOLL ROADS, BEING INCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, CALLED THE “BOULDER CITY, GOLD HILL, AND LEFT HAND CREEK WAGON ROAD”

YEAR OF 1859

SOME $100,000 WORTH OF GOLD EXTRACTED 

1860 MARCH
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF JOHN A HITCHINGS, A DITCH OF ABOUT SEVEN MILES LONG WAS IN PROGRESS OF BEING CONSTRUCTED FROM UPPER LEFT HAND CREEK TO THE HEAD OF GOLD RUN TO SUPPLY THE GULCH WITH WATER—DITCH BECAME KNOWN AS “MINERS’ DITCH” (YEARS LATER ALSO KNOWN AS “CHINAMEN’S DITCH”)
1860 MAY 24
FIRE DESTROYED VIRTUALLY ALL DWELLINGS IN THE GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT—MANY DISCOURAGED MINERS RELOCATED TO BOULDER CITY AND THE PLAINS—OTHERS REBUILT ON THE CURRENT SITE OF GOLD HILL

1860 JUNE 6
FIVE WATER MILLS, THREE STEAM MILLS AND ONE MILL DRIVEN BY A “COLORIE ENGINE” HAD REACHED THE GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT—COL. GRAHAM’S MILL ALREADY RUNNING TWO-THREE WEEKS PRIOR WITH PROMISING RESULTS

1860 JULY 25
POPULATION OF GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT AREA REACHED AN ESTIMATED 1500-2000, BUT THE OFFICIAL CENSUS RECORDED 488 (423 MALES; 65 FEMALES)

1860 AUGUST 10
THE FIRST WHITE BABY, MIRANDA McCASLIN, WAS BORN IN THE GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT, DAUGHTER OF MATTHEW & MARANDA HAGERTY McCASLIN
1860 SEPTEMBER 24
REPORTS OF GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT BEING DESERTED WITH SEVERAL MILLS RELOCATED ELSEWHERE—SOME MILLS REMAINED WITH PROMISING RESULTS—TUNNEL UNDER GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT AT 120 FEET, BEING WORKED DAY AND NIGHT—SOON TO REACH “HORSE FALL” LEAD, MAKING TUNNEL 200 FEET UNDER GROUND
1861 FEBRUARY 10
THE EARLIEST KNOWN RECORDED BURIAL IN THE GOLD HILL CEMETERY ON TOP OF


HORSFAL HILL
1861 FEBRUARY 28
COLORADO TERRITORY FORMED—GOLD HILL MINING DISTRICT OFFICIALLY IN COLORADO TERRITORY

1861 APRIL 2
ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS WEEKLY REPORTED 150 LEADS DISCOVERED AND 3,000 CLAIMS RECORDED IN THE GOLD HILL MINING DISTRICT

1861 MAY 21
REV. JOHN MILTON CHIVINGTON (GRAND CHAPLAIN OF THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA) ORGANIZED A MASONIC LODGE FOR THE GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT

1861 JUNE 6
MASONIC LODGE FOR GOLD HILL APPROVED AND BECAME KNOWN AS “ROCKY MOUNTAIN LODGE No.8 NEBRASKA”
1861 AUGUST 12
SECOND WHITE FEMALE BABY, ELIZABETH CHAMBERS, BORN IN THE GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT, DAUGHTER OF GEORGE & ELIZA JONES CHAMBERS


1861 AUGUST 19
GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT’S 1ST TERRITORIAL ELECTION WITH 94 VOTERS WHO CAST BALLOTS

1861 OCTOBER
THE SUNSHINE ROAD FROM BOULDER TO GOLD HILL, THROUGH SUNSHINE AND OVER BIG HORN MOUNTAIN, WAS PLANNED AND EVENTUALLY BUILT

1861 NOVEMBER 1
FIRST POST OFFICE AT THE GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT AUTHORIZED
1861-1871
DECLINING PRODUCTIVITY OF MINES AND THE CIVIL WAR REDUCED MINING ACTIVITIES TO A LOW LEVEL THUS ENDING THE FIRST MINING PERIOD OF GOLD HILL—“PLACER GOLD PERIOD”
1862 JANUARY 20
FIRST WHITE MALE BABY, JOHN BRIERLY, WAS BORN AT THE GOLD HILL SETTLEMENT

1862 MAY 9

POST OFFICE FILING STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY E.S. GLOTFELTER

1862 NOVEMBER
GOLD HILL’S MASONIC “ROCKY MOUNTAIN LODGE No. 3 A.F. & A.M.” OF COLORADO DISBANDED AS MOST OF THE 13 MEMBERS HAD RELOCATED ELSEWHERE

1863 JANUARY 13
FIRST GOLD HILL POST OFFICE OFFICIALLY OPENED WITH CHARLES DABNEY AS THE FIRST POSTMASTER
1866


GOLD HILL CEMETERY ESTABLISHED

1866 APRIL 17

FIRST GOLD HILL POST OFFICE OFFICIALLY CLOSED

1870


POPULATION DECLINED TO JUST SIX PEOPLE

1872 APRIL 25
SECOND POST OFFICE LOCATED IN LEFT HAND (ALSO KNOWN AS ALTONA, UTILLA, MODOC) OFFICIALLY OPENED WITH POSTMASTER AMOS C. STROCK

1872 MAY     
RED CLOUD MINE DISCOVERY OF GOLD, SILVER & TELLURIUM ORE—SECOND KNOWN SOURCE IN THE WORLD—RESULTED IN A MINING REVIVAL OF GOLD HILL, CREATING THE SECOND PERIOD OF MINING IN THE GOLD HILL DISTRICT; ADJACENT COLD SPRING MINE DISCOVERED
1873 MAY
CHARLES WENTWORTH BUILT THE GRAND MOUNTAIN HOTEL TO ATTRACT TOURISTS—WHILE STAYING AT THE HOTEL, EUGENE FIELDS WROTE THE POEM, “CASEY’S TABLE D’HOTE”—HE ALSO WASHED DISHES IN THE HOTEL’S KITCHEN
1873 JUNE
THE GOLD RUN ROAD (ROAD TO SALINA VIA GOLD RUN, CONNECTING GOLD HILL WITH BOULDER) WAS BUILT BY W.A. CORSON AND HANSON SNYDER

1873 JULY 29
DAILY ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS ANNOUNCED THE “RED CLOUD HOUSE” OPEN FOR BUSINESS AND THE POST OFFICE MOVED FROM LEFT HAND TO GOLD HILL
1873 AUGUST 1
SCHOOL DISTRICT #24 GOLD HILL WAS FORMED & DESIGNATED BY THE ORGANIZATION OF DISTRICT OFFICE OF THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT (ABNER R. BROWN) OF SCHOOLS, BOULDER COUNTY, COLORADO 

1873 AUGUST 15
GOLD HILL SCHOOL HOUSE BUILT BY GEORGE CHAMBERS AND MEN OF THE COMMUNITY—OLDEST CONTINUOUSLY OPERATING SCHOOL IN COLORADO—FIRST TEACHER WAS MS. HANNAH SPAULDING

1874


GOLD HILL BOASTED HAVING FIFTY BUILDINGS

1875 JANUARY 14
DAILY ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS ANNOUNCED THE ARRIVAL OF TELEGRAPH TO GOLD HILL

1876 AUGUST 1
PRESIDENT ULYSSES S. GRANT DECLARED AND PROCLAIMED THE STATE OF COLORADO—CREATED FROM NEBRASKA AND KANSAS TERRITORIES

1883
THE ORIGINAL OLD LOG SCHOOL HOUSE IS REPLACED BY A ONE-ROOM FRAMED BUILDING; A TOWN BAND WITH 16-20 PIECES WAS ORGANIZED
1884
THE FORESTERS OF AMERICA BUILT A RECTANGULAR STRUCTURE ACROSS FROM WHAT IS NOW THE GOLD HILL INN—UPSTAIRS WAS USED FOR MEETINGS; DOWNSTAIRS WAS USED FOR PUBLIC GATHERINGS, DANCING/ROLLER SKATING

1886
ELECTRICITY AND ELECTRIC LIGHTS REACHED GOLD HILL—SKATING RINK GOT LIGHTS OCTOBER 13TH
1888 APRIL 10

OFFICIAL TOWN SITE PLAT PUBLISHED

1891
FORESTER HALL WAS REMODELED WITH A MORE “MODERN” UPPER EXTERIOR—GRAND OPENING WAS 21 JUNE 1891

1894 NOVEMBER 14
FIRE APPROACHING FROM THE WEST THREATENED GOLD HILL—CHANGE IN WIND DIRECTION AND SNOWFALL PUT FIRE OUT—GOLD HILL IS SPARED
1895


TELEPHONE LINES ARRIVED IN GOLD HILL

1895 JUNE 4

GOLD HILL POST OFFICE SHUT DOWN AGAIN

1895 JUNE 4
GOLD HILL POST OFFICE ESTABLISHED AGAIN ON THE SAME DAY IT WAS SHUT DOWN WITH NEW POSTMASTER, FRANK BOYD

1904 FALL
QUAKER REVIVAL IN GOLD HILL—TENT MEETINGS HELD ON THE LOT EAST OF THE SCHOOL HOUSE

1909
POST OFFICE RELOCATION TO GENERAL STORE ON MAIN STREET WITH POSTMASTER, JOHN B. THOMAS

1916
TIM WALTER & BROTHER FRED ESTABLISHED THE “WALTER BROS. AUTO STAGELINE”—DROVE A WHITE 12-PASSENGER BUS

1920 MAY 1

GOLD HILL POST OFFICE CLOSED...AGAIN; MAIL ROUTED TO SALINA

31 AUGUST 1920
EDWIN AND ANNIE GOUDGE SOLD THE GOLD HILL HOTEL TO THE “HOLIDAY HOUSE ASSOCIATION”—BECAME KNOWN AS THE “BLUEBIRD LODGE”
1926 JUNE
Gold Hill Inn (built by A.J. “Tim” Walter) was completed 
1930
WILBUR GOUDGE INSTALLED THE FIRST GAS PUMP IN GOLD HILL—LOCATED IN FRONT OF HIS “LOG CABIN INN”  CABIN ON MAIN STREET BY THE TOWN WELL—BUSINESS CLOSED 1936


1934
THE PRICE OF GOLD WAS RAISED WHICH CREATED THE THIRD MINING PERIOD IN THE GOLD HILL DISTRICT
1938
BY THIS DATE, ANOTHER GAS PUMP WAS LOCATED AT McLELLAN’S STORE, CORNER OF MAIN AND LICKSKILLET


ABT 1940
FORESTER HALL (SKATING RINK) WAS TORN DOWN—FLOORING USED IN VARIOUS GOLD HILL STRUCTURES, INCLUDING THE ST. JAMES CHAPEL, (NOW GOLD HILL MUSEUM)

1941
WORLD WAR TWO CEASED ALL MINING IN THE GOLD HILL DISTRICT HOWEVER BY 1947 ONLY THE CASH MINE AND THE WYNONA MINE WERE IN OPERATION
07 AUGUST 1941
DEDICATION OF THE NEWLY-BUILT ST. JAMES CHAPEL BY BISHOP URBAN J. VEHR

20 APRIL 1962
BLUEBIRD LODGE SOLD TO FRANK AND BARBARA FINN
1972 FEBRUARY

GOLD HILL BECAME FIRST HISTORICAL ZONED AREA IN BOULDER COUNTY

1973 AUGUST 1

GOLD HILL SCHOOL DISTRICT #24 CELEBRATED 100 YEARS OF EXISTENCE

1984 WINTER
TWINKLES, TOWN’S BELOVED ROAMING DONKEY, PASSED AWAY AT AGE 25
1997
HISTORIC GOLD HILL, INC., PURCHASED THE OLD SAINT JAMES CHAPEL, TO BECOME THE GOLD HILL MUSEUM (GRANT FROM COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY)
2000
GOLD HILL ORIGINAL TOWNSITE SELECTED AS 1 OF 10 ON THE “COLORADO’S MOST ENDANGERED PLACES” LIST BY COLORADO PRESERVATIONS INC

2003 JUNE

GOLD HILL SCHOOL DISTRICT #24 CELEBRATED 130 YEARS OF EXISTENCE
2009


GOLD HILL’S 150TH BIRTHDAY (SESQUICENTENNIAL)






